
A Pilgrimage to Iona 

1st – 8th Sept 2018 to the Isle of Iona

 

Revd. Rod and  Mrs.Valerie Geddes will be leading a Pilgrimage to the Isle of Iona, the site of 

St. Columba’s 6th c. monastery and a place of Christian pilgrimage for centuries. 

We will be staying at Bishop’s House, the Scottish Episcopalian Retreat Centre, which can be 

seen above to the right of the Abbey. It accommodates 23 people in single and twin rooms. 

This is a non – guided pilgrimage, though there will be talks on St. Columba and the Celtic 

Church, which are optional. This will hopefully allow participants time to experience the 

variety of worship held in a number of centres, including Iona Abbey, explore the island, 

guided walks will be offered, visit historic sites and have time “to be”. Weather permitting, 

there is an opportunity to take a boat trip, at additional cost, to Staffa and visit Fingal’s  

Cave, 

There are many places of interest to explore on Iona and there will be opportunities to take 

part in guided walks if required. Packed lunches are available at Bishop’s House at no extra 

cost.  

 Recent archaeological digs have found evidence of a wooden structure on Torr-an Abb, the 

mound in front of the Abbey in the photograph above, which was always said to be the site 

of St. Columba’s cell. Dating has shown that it is contemporary with St. Columba’s being at 

the site. 

In 2017 further excavations have uncovered a stone – built church, to the south wall of the 

Abbey, which is thought to date to within 100 years of Columba’s death and is the oldest 

stone – built church found in Scotland, possibly the British  Isles. 



Historic Scotland gives guided tours around the Abbey and there is an impressive museum 

on site, displaying many crosses and  giving an over – view of Iona.  

Bishop’s House offers a programme of daily worship, as does Iona Abbey.  

The cost of the stay at Bishop’s House, full board, will be £517,  initial deposit is £200, the 

total payments required by May 2018. 

As all single rooms have been booked, there are only twin rooms remaining. 

It is intended that participants make their own way to Oban, which, from the experience of 

past group participants, allows for flexibility before and after the period on Iona. 

Please also allow approximately £40 for return ferries to Mull, the bus trip across Mull and 

the ferry to Iona from Fionnphort. 

For further details and a booking form please contact Rod, 

01282 844047 or email at roderick.geddes@tesco.net 


