
Quotes 
What others had to say… 
 

“ The Sun Lounge is a buzzing place, we’re all here and mega excited for 

Ablaze”. Young Person from Bradford 
 

“Through sharing meals, playing games and worshipping in many 

different languages the youth from DioSwVa have grown closer to each 

other to new friends and to God”. Revd Connor Gwin, Canon Missioner 

for Youth, Diocese of SW Virginia 
 

“An amazing experience I’ve had in the 

UK that is built on friendship… I have a 

new family from all over the world 

now”. Young Person from South Africa 
 

“To see South African, Bri1sh, German 

and Virginian young people get on so 

well and share spiritually, it is truly 

God at work”. Visitor to Open Day 
 

“Ablaze has helped me to let go and let God” Young Person from Erfurt, 

Germany. 
 

“What an awesome week, what amazing young people!! The week 

finished with a bang thanks to Jonny Walker and band. There was so 

much dancing going on the chapel windows were steaming up”.  

Member of the Scargill Community. 
 

Looking forward 
Will we do it again? Most certainly. The dates have been agreed with 

Scargill for 2017 (26 July—3 August) and I hope that we will also be 

joined by young people from dioceses and churches linked with the 

wider Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales especially  Skara in 

Sweden and Mara in Tanzania 
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This is the first ever ABLAZE. Two years 
in the planning, Ablaze surpassed many 

expectations as young people shared their 
faith and grew closer to God. 

 
Steve Grasham 

Children’s and Young People’s Adviser 
Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales 

 

The vision and values 
The vision of Ablaze was to bring 

together Chris1an young people 

from across the world, to enable 

them to discover together what it 

means to live a life of faith alive in 

Jesus, experiencing God’s love through hospitality, respect, genuine 

welcome, laughter and love. To send them out as confident Chris1ans to 

live and tell the good news of God in Christ across West Yorkshire & the 

Dales and beyond. 

Going for Growth (2010) challenges the church to work toward the 

transforma1on of young people by enabling every one to have a life-

enhancing encounter with the Chris1an faith and the person of Jesus 

Christ and to recognise and enable the capacity of young people to be 

agents of change both for themselves and for others. 

 

As the young people met together in small groups they were encouraged 

to explore their beliefs in a safe environment which was designed to help 

them share honestly, speak posi1vely, respect other people’s views and 

make every effort to get along with everyone regardless of their gender, 

race or age. 

Ablaze is all about partnerships, the partnerships with local youth 

workers, many of whom I line-manage or support in different ways; 

partnership with my fellow Youth Advisers in the diocese of West 

Yorkshire and the Dales; the partnership with Scargill and the 

community and the partnerships with our link diocese overseas and our 

neighbouring Diocese of York. 

Numbers 
38 young people aged 16 to 19 took part from USA, Germany, South 

Africa and UK, supported by 14 adults, leaders and chaperones. 

42 people of all ages visited on the Open Day, another 12 folk visited for 

the day at different 1mes including 4 Bishops.  

 

The Programme 
We planned a varied and interac1ve programme based on “Hearts on 

fire…” for Jesus, for mission, with love and such like, each day taking a 

different focus. The days began with morning prayer shared with the 

community and aHer breakfast we began the formal programme.  

The small group 1mes were youth led but supported by adult leaders 

from the various dioceses. 

 

Some of the significant ac1vi1es included a whole group walk to 

Coniston Pike. The making of a Gospel choir, Salsa, Wet and Wild 

ac1vi1es, craHs and Forest Church . We also enjoyed A Grand Day Out to 

Historic York taking in Bishopthorpe Palace & York Minster, thanks to my 

colleague in York Diocese. 
 

In the evenings we shared an evening of Interna1onal entertainment.  

A Quiz, a storming Prayer & Praise service where there was a very real 

sense of God’s presence, a Ceilidh, a Taize service, an evening with 

Adrian Plass & Friends, and a final concert with Jonny Walker. 
 

Worship was central to the whole week. We shared the Eucharist 

together on the Sunday and began each morning session spending 1me 

with God.  

Each night aHer all the busyness we 

spent a period of reflec1on led by the 

small group which finished with all of 

us wri1ng our thoughts, which we 

collated to create an amazing prayer 

wall of flames. 

 


