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I would like to ask for your support to serve a second term as a representative of 

our Diocese on General Synod.   

 

Who am I? 

 ) live in (uddersfield, work in Wakefield and worship at St Bartholomew s 
Church, Marsden at the top end of the Colne Valley – part of a large village 

community.  

 

I have been part of Marsden Church since moving to Huddersfield in 1982 and, 

over the years I have been actively involved as a member of the PCC, joint 

treasurer, junior church leader and worship leader.  Currently I help run our 

Junior Church, arrange flowers and contribute to All Age Worship.  I have 2 

children who have both been confirmed in Marsden and my husband is Churchwarden and it s an interregnum…. .  I understand the pressure on church 

members at the present time. 

 

My day job is with the Probation Service in West Yorkshire.  ) ve worked for 
Probation for over 30 years, being a Probation Officer for many years and now 

working as the Diversity and Training Manager for the area.   

 ) ve been nominated for National Probation Awards for work in the area of 
diversity and am proud we have become the highest ranked Probation area in 

the Stonewall Top 100 employers index for the past 2 years (an independent assessment of an organisation s safety  for lesbian, gay and bisexual people .   
 

I ran a workplace conference to explore religion and belief in the workplace 

which was very successful, and because people know about my involvement with 

General Synod and the Church of England ) m able to be a point of contact for 
people interested in how we bring our faith to our work. 

 

I am also a school Governor at Honley High – having previously been Chair of Governors at a local C of E primary for several years.  The Church s involvement in education must be something to be celebrated and supported and ) m very 
interested in the current projects working on just this. 

 

General Synod – and me! 

 

I was elected to General Synod in the last elections, really knowing little about what was involved, but feeling passionately that ordinary  people from the pews 
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should take part and have a voice in the leadership of our Church.  At that time I wasn t on our PCC, Deanery Synod or Diocesan Synod and so ) did literally go 

straight from the pews, which I have since discovered is unusual! 

 

Over the past 5 years I have gained a lot of experience of the world of Church 

politics and leadership through being part of all these levels of our Church – it 

came as a surprise to me that you get a seat on your PCC, Deanery Synod and 

Diocesan Synod once elected to General Synod!  ) hope ) ve provided a link for 
both Huddersfield and Halifax Deanery Synods by reporting back and being available for any discussion.  When ) ve not been able to attend a Deanery Synod ) ve tried to provide written updates.  )t s also been good to contribute to both 
the Wakefield Diocesan Synod and latterly the West Yorkshire and the Dales Diocesan Synod which is very big….. .  ) have also been a link person with the 
Yorkshire Ministry Course based in Mirfield which I am continuing to support. 

 Whilst part of General Synod ) ve been asked to join revision committees - which take Church legislation to the next stage and ) ve also represented the Diocese on recent shared conversations  aimed at ensuring the Church is talking and 
thinking about next steps in relation to human sexuality.   This was a really 

interesting process, run by trained mediators, and it was clear to me that there is 

a real appetite for change.   

 

What’s my vision? 

 

I very much want to see a Church that is inclusive for all  - and indeed part of 

the privilege of the last 5 years has been supporting at every stage the move to 

passing legislation to enable women to be bishops.  I am a member of WATCH Women and the Church  and ) m delighted to see more and more women 

taking their place in the leadership of our church. 

 

In my professional life I have served on many committees and boards and I also 

deliver a lot of training.  As such I believe I have a confidence to be involved in 

debate and discussion.  Part of my work is delivering training to increase confidence in undertaking Crucial Conversations ©.  I understand the 

importance of ensuring we listen and offer respect to those who don’t 
share all our views and opinions, and that we must find ways to stay 

connected and engaged with each other.  We all have a responsibility to make 

this happen in the way we behave and how we think about what we say and do.  

This approach is going to be vital in the next Synod as difficult and emotive 

issues are raised.   

 

We must enable our Church to be a national force for good – it has all the 

makings to be so, with the day in, day out care, commitment and reaching out 

that we see in our local Church communities.   If that could be translated into a 

nationally respected, influential body of people we could offer so much to this 

very troubled and fractured world.  We can make a difference. 

 ) will take a second term seriously and be both a voice and a link for people from the pews  in our area.  Please support me! 
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