
General Synod Manifesto 2015-2020 

A Ministry for Outsiders 

I am the Rev. Andrew Pearson, Priest in Charge of the Church of the   
Venerable Bede, Armley Deanery, Leeds Episcopal Area. I have served in 
the Dioceses of Ripon/Ripon & Leeds/Leeds since being ordained deacon 
in 1989 and in six parishes (2 market towns, 3 urban and one suburban). 
From 1996-2003 I was one of the very first Diocesan Environment Officers 
and I remain committed to Green issues such as recycling, public transport, 
and organic food (buying and growing it too). In my spare time I enjoy     
running (6 marathons to date/£16K raised for charity), gardening, and    
singing in the Leeds Festival Chorus. I am also a blood donor and in August 
notched up my 350th gift (of platelets). I might get to 500 donations before 

A bit more about me….. I am married to Lindsey, also ordained, who is the Vicar of Beeston, which is 
where we live and that means I am a commuting vicar. But before voting for me you’ll want to know 
what will be my stance on various key issues. So, here are some pointers: 

 LGBT: I recently attended the Leeds Pride March and was involved with the church stall. For too 
long, the Church has made life difficult for gay and lesbian and transgender and bisexual people. 
“People are gay. Get over it,” was a slogan at ‘Pride’ and I believe Christians need to realise that 
about a tenth of the population are not ‘straight.’ We should welcome them into our churches like 
any child of God. As for ‘gay marriage’ this is a different issue but the Church needs to debate 
this openly and in a non-offensive way. 

 Urban Life: I have served in three Urban Priority Area parishes (inner city and outer council    
estates) so have a sense that life is hard for too many people. I have been involved in these    
settings with a Foodbank, a Victim Support scheme, and now most recently as a chaplain to a 
bus depot. The latter experience is telling me that the Church is welcomed in an industrial setting. 
People have asked me (in the works canteen) about God and faith matters. This is an important 
out-working of parochial ministry: being the priest for many people besides churchgoers. 

 God’s Creation: God has given us the one planet so we need to be good at stewardship. As one 
of the wealthiest nations on Earth we are using up more than our fair share. The Church is slowly 
catching on (and up) but more can be done. An obvious way is car-sharing for deanery/diocesan 
synod meetings. Can we include the Earth in our worship more than at present? We currently do 
so on one Sunday of the year (2nd Sun. before Lent). In schools children hear a lot about the 
planet; surely the Church should think about saving the Earth as well as saving money. 

 Mission & Growth: It might seem odd to put this last but all the above items ‘feed’ into this; if the 
Church looks outwards it will find that there are people experiencing and encountering God or 
wanting to know about Jesus. I have found this to be true among people in the Green movement 
and am meeting it in my local bus garage. In small groups (gathered around the bible and praying 
together) I have found growth, numerical and spiritual, in every parish in which I have served. 
This small, cellular structure works for all organisms, plant and animal, and it works for the 
Church. It’s probably true to say that churches with such small groups in them grow and that 
those without them don’t. 
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 I want to stand for this session of the General Synod because I think that we need to rediscover 
what it means to be a Serving Church: reaching out in love to those who think of themselves as 
not good enough and helping transform our society towards the likeness of the Kingdom of God. 


