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Supporting the clergy 

Parish clergy are stretched every day by competing demands. 

They are expected to be very multi-skilled: to act strategically 

but still take care of "the little things that really count". 

It is vital that the clergy have representatives on General 

Synod who are immersed in the day to day challenges of 

"ordinary" ministry. Whether we are running multiple 

parishes, repairing old buildings, performing a specialist role 

or simply trying to connect defensive congregations with our 

rapidly changing society, ministry today is challenging. 

"The hierarchy" can seem remote from the parishes, while 

"the laity" often don't wish to look beyond their local 

concerns. We clergy have a responsibility to ensure that 

national thinking is rooted in local realities.
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Experience 

I have served on the synods of 

the Dioceses of Bradford, 

Ripon and Leeds & Wakefield, 

that came together to form our 

new diocese. I have served 

parishes in UPA, rural, 

suburban and town contexts. I 

have been elected to General 

Synod on two previous 

occasions, and also attended 

as an Archbishop's chaplain.  

Energy 

We live in a "post 

Christendom" society where 

there is no automatic respect 

for the church. We have to 

work hard to gain people's 

trust and win the right the 

influence our society. We need 

both humility, confidence and 

stamina to fulfil our mission 

today.  

Vision 

I believe the Church of 

England still has the potential 

to shape our society for the 

better. I believe that our parish 

churches can continue to 

provide a Christian focus for 

local community life 

nationwide. I believe that the 

gospel we share can transform 

lives, neighbourhoods and 

countries.  
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The future of the Church of England

Too often our church seems fearful and defensive. However, 

much of the criticism we face is based on the public's real 

experiences of church life. We often fall short of our vocation 

to be an inclusive church, deeply rooted in each local 

community. 

The Church of England can continue to be both a beacon and 

a refuge for people up and down the land. However, to sustain 

our mission we need to focus more on giving those outside 

our congregations welcoming pathways into Christian 

discipleship. We also need to work to increase the number of 

vocations to both lay and ordained ministries. Above all, we 

need to be a servant-like church, willing to work ecumenically 

and not pretending that "we have all the answers".     

The General Synod can be the worst offender in this respect - 

answering questions nobody is asking, and avoiding other 

urgent matters year after year! I would hope to make a 

contribution to ensuring it reflects the real concerns of the 

clergy of our new Diocese. I welcome your comments to 

bruneljames@icloud.com or 0781 1195 280. You are also 

welcome to look me up on Facebook or LinkedIn.   

I am a Regional New Wine leader & work nationally for CUF
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Innovation 

I believe the church has to be 

positive about change and 

constantly renewing its mission. 

Here in Cleckheaton I enjoy using 

the BCP once a month, but this 

goes alongside a commitment to 

embrace new ideas within the 

"mixed economy" of our church. 

• In Bradford I helped establish 

the Thornbury Centre as a 

response to the needs of a 

poor working class multi-faith 

community and was involved in 

the early days of "alt-worship". 

• In Leeds I helped rebuild two 

rural/suburban churches for 

local mission and helped host 

the first training for "fresh 

expressions" in the region.  

• In York, I helped facilitate the 

sexuality "Listening Process". 

• In Cleckheaton I am the first 

incumbent of a new United 

Benefice, bringing together 

three parishes to serve the 

town. We have introduced 

Messy Church and the Alpha 

Course to the Spen Valley! 
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