
 

 

General Synod Election Address 
 
Camilla Holmes (known as Millie) age- 23 
millie.holmes@stgeorgesleeds.org.uk 
 
Lighthouse Pioneer Pastor (in training)  
 
Proposed by- Ann McKenna  
Seconded by- Dianne Riley 
 
About me  
 
I grew up in rural Suffolk attending a lively village Methodist 
church with my family, which is where I first became a Christian.  
Then I went off to Southampton University where I was very involved in Highfield Church, I was 
part of the student leadership team and served on the PCC for two years.  During my time on the 
PCC I was a parish representative, whilst we had a vacancy, so was involved with shortlisting and 
interviewing prospective vicars. I was also on a University Working Group of the PCC, helping to 
decide the best ways to do mission and discipleship to the University as a whole.  I was also a 
youth representative during the Winchester Diocesan Synod Conference in 2013, helping to devise 
the strategic priorities for the following five years. 
 
In September 2014 I moved to Leeds to do an internship at St George's, the ministry that I worked 
with is called Lighthouse which is a fresh expression of church and works in connection with St 
George's Crypt Homeless shelter reaching out to those on the chaotic margins of society. Having 
completed the internship I am now working full time for Lighthouse as a pioneer pastor in training.  
I love being involved with Lighthouse and seeing God at work through it.  I feel like I have learnt a 
lot about God's heart for the poor and the necessity for the church to be involved with this kind of 
mission.  I am also on Deanery Synod, which I feel is important for networking and equipping the 
local church.  
 
My aims for Synod 
 
I would say that there are three main areas which I am particularly passionate about seeing the 
church move forward in: 
- Mission- in this country we are facing massive church decline, and I want to see this reversed, I 

want to see the church grow.  I believe one of the key ways this will be achieved is through good 
leadership.  We need to encourage young leaders, have rigorous and dynamic training which fits 
for reaching the un-churched around us with the love of Jesus.  As a young leader myself I have 
had some invaluable discipleship and training, but I think here is so much potential for churches 
to do more to train young leaders. 

- Mission amongst the poor- the example that Jesus set his church was to love, know and spend 
time with the poor, weak, forgotten and vulnerable.  I would love to see the Church of England 
answer this call, both in its prophetic voice for change but also its actions, especially in this age 
of increasing austerity and inequality. I believe that part of this is setting an example in 
answering the current need of Syrian and other Refugees. 

- Stream lining the Church of England structures- within our very rich heritage as the Church of 
England there has come to pass a rather complicated system for decision making. I think a lot of 
young people can be put off making significant contributions because of the "system". I hope 
that in future a streamlined version will encourage more people to be involved and feel like they 
understand the process. 

 
I feel like I have many of the gifts and skills needed to be on General Synod, first off I absolutely 
love the church, and am so keen to see the power of God move through the church in this country, 
especially through the unique parish system.  For my age I think I have considerable experience of 
the Church of England structures, and enjoy making strategic decisions, but I would also consider 



 

 

myself a do-er, I have 'hands on' ministry experience, including ministering to those on the 
margins. In addition I am not afraid to express opinions.  
I am from a evangelical charismatic background, but have a deep appreciation of the breadth of 
the Anglican Church, I value the bible highly and also the gifts of the Spirit.  Being part of 
Lighthouse has definitely enriched my knowledge and heart for different types of churchmanship.  
 
 
My hope and prayer is that if I am elected to be on General Synod I will be able to make an 
effective contribution to the future of the church in this country.  I believe that the church is the 
hope for our broken nation and our broken world. The prophetic voice of the church to evoke 
change and see our world being transformed by the Kingdom of God is something that I am keen 
to see, and as General Synod makes key and strategic decisions for the future.   
 
 
I would count it as a privilege if you were to vote for me and for me to take part in seeing the 
church move forward over the next few years, extending the Kingdom of God. 
 


