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It is a privilege to be given the opportunity to create this election address in support of my nomination to General 

Synod 2015, and the opportunity to serve the Anglican Church through the national church, as well as at local level. 

As a licensed lay reader, my vocation to work for God’s kingdom has already been discerned and developed in both 

initial training and practical and theological development for many years. From working on local Deanery Synods in 

two archdeaconries in our Diocese of Leeds, West Yorkshire and the Dales, my experience covers both rural, urban 

and town centre contexts, and I have also had the privilege to work for the Church overseas, in our companionship 

link with the Church of Ceylon in Sri Lanka.  

This latter has widened my vision of the world-wide church, as God’s mission set in creation and in a wider world 

which encounters other world faiths and religions so obviously worthy of respect. 

The concept of religion in the public sphere has developed in recent years, as we have emerged from our rather 

privatised local church ghettoes. Our ecumenical faith communities have begun to participate in conversation, 

decision and collective policy-making in the various economic, political, educational, religious and social realms. The 

importance of this seems so worthwhile that it is probably this aspect of Christian ministry in our somewhat secular 

society which has kept me in the lay role, rather than pushing forward into ordination. Lay ministry often crosses 

boundaries, especially when risks are taken to step out of comfort zones and cross barriers of division. 

To work thus effectively, trust is placed in God and the faith journey of all is respected; relationships given priority 

and trust built across differences and divides.  Religious faith is vitally significant in our world today, and not just for 

those living in multi-faith areas. Our young people  too need to be educated to engage with today’s world, to enable 

them to understand and respond to matters of faith as they are growing up, even if they are for the most part 

participating and engaging simply through the media, tv and newspapers. 

Environmental issues and climate change are in the forefront of our engagement with God’s world as creation; and 
recognising the importance of ecological issues alongside social and economic justice issues remind us of our 
priorities in today’s world as we seek the promised healing of creation and the fullness of life for all. 
 
Work to support the most vulnerable continues. Food banks and local church initiatives draw our time and attention 
here in the town centre of Harrogate. Engaging with local and national politics and policies to challenge and alleviate 
the problems has fast becoming the work of our national church. To be able to make our voice heard calls for 
commitment to both listening and speaking, as well being open to hear other perspectives in honest conversation.  
 
As Christians, we are called to journey on with Jesus and his companions, to remember our roots and traditions, and 
also, as no context is unchanging, to speak in a way which makes sense at a certain place and in a certain time. This 
new Synod is coming into being at almost exactly the same time as our new super-Diocese of Leeds, West Yorkshire 
and the Dales. It is time for new beginnings, even as we learn from the experiences of the past.  
 
It would be a privilege to serve God the Holy Trinity and the Church in this way, and at this time, in order to 

participate in God’s mission together and further the Kingdom. 

 I hope you will support this endeavour. Thank you. 

 

Christine Jack  

Currently based at St. Peter’s Church, High Harrogate  


