
Election Address for General Synod – Clifford Martin Bassant 

 

  I am a retired deputy headteacher and A level Physics examiner, happily 

married, and living in Leeds. 

  It seems to me that this new synod should stop concentrating on what 

the general public perceive as theological issues/squabbles, for example 

women bishops or not and concentrate on issues that are of concern to us 

all and especially those under the age of 35, an age group conspicuous by 

their absence in church.  

  This is not to devalue the achievements of the previous synods but to 

ask what should be concentrated on in the next five years?  I appeal to 

people from Evangelical to Anglo-Catholic to be able to celebrate 

differences in our styles of worship but to agree that the Kingdom values 

of the New Testament should feature prominently in discussions and in 

what is communicated to the public. 

  People under 35 are said to be not interested in politics; however, web-

sites such as 38 degrees shows that this is not true.  A big issue that 

worries people is climate change.  We know the theology of our place on 

this planet; if we are true stewards we need to show that we are serious 

about combatting climate change.  After all, are we interested in the lives 

of our grandchildren or preserving our church roofs to be solar panel 

free?  I believe as Christians we need to lead on this theological issue of 

climate change and how it affects the poor on our planet.   

  Do we believe in the concept of a Living Wage?  Is this not caring for 

the poor and vulnerable?  Is it not rendering to Caesar what is Caesar’s 

and to God what is God’s?  Is this saying of Jesus not a condemnation of 

shifty business practices?  Companies and Directors seem to do anything 

to avoid paying tax.  However the same companies use the road and rail 

system for their goods; go out for customers but are not prepared to pay 

tax to allow those same customers a fair wage or a decent N.H.S.  Paying 

tax is not a sin! Avoiding tax aggressively is a sin!   

  Why do directors of large companies get remuneration over 100 times 

more than their employees?  This is a phenomenon of 1990s onwards; it’s 

a sin, let us as Christians say so loud and clear; I agree with Pope Francis 

‘unbridled capitalism is the dung of the devil.’ 

  We live in one of the top six richest nations on the planet.  Matthew 25 

is not just about us as individuals but us as a nation.  Labelling Christians 

from Eritrea as ‘illegal’ immigrants is just wrong. Christians are being 

persecuted in the Middle East and North Africa; many are seeking refuge 

in Europe and in the UK.  We should be in debate as to how many we can 

take (a not so easy question to answer); rather than how few, where they 

should be settled, and more importantly why do we sell arms to the very 

governments from who many immigrates are fleeing?  



 

  Our governments should be held to account for former decisions that 

have caused the recent immigration crisis as well as for supporting 

regimes with poor human rights records as documented by Human Rights 

Watch, Amnesty International or Medicine Sans Frontiers. I support 

Bishop Nick’s stand on Songs of Praise from Calais.  He wrote “What do 

they think the church is for? It is for the poor and the vulnerable, it is to 

voice things that others cannot voice, everyone else seems to be allowed 

to be political apart from the church.” 

 

  The challenge for me, if elected, is to have the courage of my 

convictions, as outlined above, during relevant debates in General Synod.  

 

Martin Bassant 


