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In standing for election to General Synod I am offering myself to serve the Diocese of West
Yorkshire and the Dales and the wider church.  If elected I will be a vigorous champion of 
the whole Church as we seek to re-engage the nation with the good news of Jesus Christ. 
There are some difficult issues to be faced, but the focus on reform and renewal, 
simplification, mission and discipleship offers us opportunities to move forward, in creative 
ways appropriate for 21st century England.  

I have served on the diocesan synods of Manchester, Bradford and now WYAD, and was 
formerly a lay representative on the Swiss Archdeaconry Synod of the Diocese in Europe.  
I have experience serving in ordained and lay roles in diverse contexts: from rural villages 
to inner city, from wealthy churches to those in areas of multiple deprivation; multi-ethnic 
settings in which interfaith dialogue was key; working with asylum seekers and immigrants;
in England and abroad.  Heather and I have been migrants ourselves; living and working in
several countries for about 12 years in our previous professions.  

Both in villages, and in Europe, churches and ministers have to learn to serve people from 
diverse backgrounds; finding ways to hold the church together in worship, prayer and 
mission, while respecting our differences.  I have a love for the whole church of Jesus 
Christ.  I am charismatic evangelical but minister in more traditional parishes.  I believe in 
maintaining good relationships across the Church; we have much to learn from each other.

I take a particular interest in clergy terms and conditions – especially with many clergy now 
juggling multiple responsibilities.  I would work to ensure the voice of rural clergy, and others
with multiple roles, is heard.  

On a personal note, I am half of a clergy couple. Heather and I are now both serving in the 
Ripon Episcopal Area but we have connections across several Areas of WYAD.  We 
(re)joined the Church of England in Bradford, joining St John's Great Horton when Steve 
Allen was vicar.  And Heather's aunt, Mavis Nevill, recently celebrated 20 years since her 
ordination in Wakefield Cathedral. 

On the reverse of this paper I briefly address some of the issues I see as key for the next 
few years.  I would be grateful for your first preference vote (and if not, your second or third).
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Some priorities …

● Representing evangelical clergy: I am committed to the evangelical and charismatic
streams of the Church of England and the contribution we make to the whole. I 
value the treasures of my tradition - a love of the Scriptures, personal prayer, 
openness to the gifts of the Spirit, evangelical social justice, generous outreach, 
and more. 

● Mission and discipleship: Simplification and a focus on mission and discipleship are 
essential for the growth of the Church in the 21st century.  We need to find creative 
ways to release clergy from unnecessary administration and to empower all God's 
people for ministry.  We need to encourage everyone with confidence in the love 
and salvation of God though Jesus Christ. 

● Equipping the local church:  I have been actively involved in the life of the church in 
lay and ordained roles.  I love to see individuals finding God’s call on their lives and 
growing in discipleship and ministry. I believe that the wider resources of the church
should be there to serve, resource and enable the ministry of all God's people.  

● Controversies within the church:  It has been difficult but we have found a way to 
disagree reasonably, if painfully, over the ordained ministry of women.  I do hope 
that other issues will be resolved with less impact on our primary mission. This year 
I have engaged in dialogue with others who have diverse understandings of human 
sexuality. I see marriage as the lifelong union of a man and a woman, and the equal
value of every man and woman, at the heart of Christian theology and tradition. 

● Finance: The Church Commissioners' finances have improved in recent years, 
removing some of the pressure on financing pensions, training etc. However, I am 
aware at first hand of the pressures on local churches and their ability to pay a 
substantial diocesan share. I would hope to see continued work on simplification 
leading to new ways to maintain a balance between adequate funding for the 
mission of parishes and the needs for diocesan level support.  

● Representing Rural Yorkshire: Rural ministry is a privilege, the church is often at the
heart of the community, but the vicar's work is often fraught due to community 
expectations and the pressures of juggling multiple parishes, PCCs, finances and 
so on.  The recent Synod report “Released for Mission, Growing the Rural Church” 
highlighted some of the successes and pressures on rural churches.  As a Rural 
Adviser I have already made representations regarding Simplification and I would 
press for rural parishes to be seen as a special sub-stream because of the distinct 
nature of their context.
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