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My name is Hilary Barber and I’m currently Vicar of Halifax Minster and St Mark’s 
Siddal. I’ve been Ordained 19 years and I want to help shape the church I’m giving 
my life too. 

I’m married to Sarah and we have four children. My father was a parish priest all his 

working life and is now the Priest Vicar at Ely Cathedral. Before Ordination I had 

nearly ten years as a Lay Clerk at Coventry Cathedral and sang Oratorio with 

orchestras across the country and beyond. 

I served my Curacy at St John’s Moston, in North Manchester, which was a 

challenging Urban Priority Area. Here I began to find out how the Church can change 

people’s lives and bring them hope. Through New Deal I supported the Church in 

setting up an Out of School’s project which was literacy and numeracy based; 
chaired the North Manchester Forum, and sat on the Regeneration Board Chairing 

the European Scoring Panel.  

My first incumbency was as Rector of St Clement’s Chorlton cum Hardy, south of the 

city of Manchester and on the edge of the University. Here the population of the 

parish was some 18,000, known as the Islington of the North or the Media Village of 

the North! Here I built a team of paid staff, clergy and lay, to re build the church and 

reach out into the community. I was Chair of Governors of both the church primary 

and the community secondary school, as well as being a non-executive director of 

Central Manchester Primary Care Trust. Being engaged with both education and 

health, meant that significant change could take place through the Church across the 

parish. Training Curates and Church Army Officers led to a rich dynamic, with 

Westcott House bringing students for mission weeks in the summer months. 

During my time in Manchester Diocese I also served as Liturgy and Music Adviser, 

Chaired the Diocesan Liturgy Committee, member of the Board of Education, 

Bishop’s Council, and General Synod, until I moved to Wakefield Diocese. 

In September 2007 I was appointed Vicar of Halifax Parish Church. Here I was 

asked to help the town punch above its weight. Following the financial crash of 2008 

the decision was taken to re dedicate the Parish Church as one of the new urban 

Minster’s in the north of England. This provided a one off chance to re discover the 

Benedictine roots which had built the church and for the town to re find its true 



identity. This has enabled us to link with other Minster’s and Abbey’s across the 
nation, and in recent years we have reached out to the Christian community in our 

twin town of Aachen, in Germany, and to Kowak Cathedral in northern Tanzania. 

Thousands of people come through the Minster each year (14,000 at Christmas 

alone) and we have huge opportunities to present the Gospel of Christ too many 

people who are spiritually lost and searching.  

Two years ago I became priest in charge of St Mark’s Siddal, a poor white 
community on the edge of the Minster parish. It’s more akin to a UPA, and keeps me 

firmly rooted in the reality of the lives of many of the poorest and oppressed in our 

own land and diocese.  

Being Vicar of Halifax brings two additional interesting aspects to ministry: firstly a 

significant amount of Patronage and an understanding of those parishes and their 

opportunities for service, their challenges, and the clergy appointed to serve them. 

Training, equipping clergy for ministry in the 21st century, and pastoral care of clergy 

and their families is a high priority; secondly, ministry to the institutions across the 

town and borough, means I Chair the Board for Standards in Public Life (public), the 

town centre management company (private), a social enterprise company committed 

to reducing poverty (third) and Vice Chair of Calderdale Interfaith Council, not to 

mention governor at three secondary schools.  

In the Wakefield Diocese I served on the DLC and the DBE, as well as Diocesan 

Synod and for a year, Bishop’s Council. 

I’m committed to supporting the Church of England as the church of the nation, in 

which everyone is welcome, all embracing and inclusive. I want us to create a nation 

where people of all faiths and none can be valued for who they are, and to enable 

and empower people to make the world a better place in which to live and have our 

being. I don’t want to have internal fights about human sexuality and yet more naval 

gazing in the church, but to support a Synod which will want to engage with the 

nation and the challenges we face, together with a world which continues to see 

people living without resources: be it health, education, land, climate change. The 

church has been in decline because we have lost touch with reaching out, sharing 

the good news of Jesus we have for ourselves, and making our communities reflect 

God’s kingdom. We’ll need to choose our battles carefully, and use our limited 

resources wisely. There may even be a time when we have to be prophetic and say 

things which the government and the nation doesn’t want to hear – but that too is 

part of the gospel imperative.  

I want to help shape the Church I’m giving my life too – please give me your vote 

and I’ll try to be an advocate for the diocese and make sure that northern voice is 
heard loud and clear!               

        


