
I am the secretary to the PCC of St. John’s Church, Wakefield. I enjoy taking part in 

the work of my Church including administering the Chalice, cooking for Messy 

Church, and conducting tours of the Church's tower and crypt for Heritage Open 

Weekends and other open events. 

 

I have been fortunate to be elected as Lay Chairman of Wakefield Deanery, as a 

member of the Wakefield Diocesan Synod and as a member of the Bishop’s Council. 

I have recently been elected to The Diocesan Synod for West Yorkshire and the 

Dales. I have been happy to work towards the successful integration of the newly 

formed Diocese taking part in several developmental working groups. I was recently 

nominated as a Diocesan representative to the Yorkshire Regional Shared 

Conversations. I feel that I can continue to make a contribution to the development of 

the Church locally, regionally and nationally. 

 

 I have a strong sense of justice and I passionately believe in the fair treatment and 

inclusion of all people.  I want to see a Church that welcomes all who wish to take 

part in Anglican worship and is tolerant of the differences between individual 

Anglicans. I firmly believe that a place for children and young people in the Church 

should be encouraged to ensure its continued success. I want to see an outgoing 

Church which uses modern communications to reach out to people, which is firm in 

expressing its beliefs and opinions and which is willing to take an active part in the 

life of the country. I also value the frank and open discussion that takes place within 

our Church which shows that we can disagree without malice, but we must not allow 

protracted discussion to paralyse us into inaction. 

 

I was born in Huddersfield in 1948. I have been happily married for 44 years and have 

two grown up children. I relax by walking the dog where I can reflect on God's 

creation in a local country park and on the Yorkshire coast. I trained as a Biology 

teacher at Manchester Polytechnic and obtained my Membership of the Society of 

Biology at Huddersfield Polytechnic. A few years later I was made a Chartered 

Member of the Society of Biology. I had a 1 year secondment to retrain in physics at 

the St. John’s College in York and completed my Master of Education degree in 

computer based learning at Leeds University. 

 

During my teaching career I taught in a number of secondary schools and worked for 

Wakefield Local Authority for seven years as an Advisory Teacher working with IT 

and Technology in schools. I retired from full time teaching in 2004 and I still work 

part time for Wakefield Local Authority’s initial teacher training scheme. I am also on 

the governing bodies of several Church schools and chair of governors of a Church of 

England primary school. 

 

I was a member of the Independent Monitoring Board at New Hall prison from 1993 

to 2005 and was appointed as a Justice of the Peace on the Pontefract Bench in 1998. I 

was elected deputy Chair of the Family panel in 2005 and Chair of the Family Panel 

in 2008. I was appointed to the Wakefield Advisory Committee in 2005. I was elected 

as deputy Chair of the Pontefract Bench in 2010 and I am currently the deputy chair 

of the merged Wakefield & Pontefract bench. This has given me a good insight into 

the challenges families and individuals face in today’s society. 
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