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My working career was spent as a university lecturer in mathematics, and I still teach part time for 

the Open University. My parish experience includes that of PCC treasurer, churchwarden, and church 

organist. More widely, I have served on Deanery Synod, Diocesan Synod and, until the recent merger 

of dioceses, was a member of the Ripon and Leeds Diocesan Board of Finance. Less formally, I have 

provided support to parish treasurers (in Ripon and Leeds and in Manchester dioceses) and acted as 

voluntary independent examiner. 

I have also  served as  school governor: first as Chair of governors (as community governor) at a local 

authority first school, and later as Higher Education governor in the Wakefield diocese to the Holy 

Trinity Church of England School, Halifax, where I was Vice Chair of governors and chair of the staff 

committee. 

One of the important issues we face is how to maintain the correct balance between mission within 

our own parish and our own diocese, within the Church of England, and more widely. At a time when 

resources are stretched, this is not easy, but I  believe that this cannot be achieved unless we 

maintain our responsibilities towards the next generation. This makes it vital to maintain the work of 

the church in education, both at home and overseas. 

If elected, I would seek to foster the principle that all members of the church should be encouraged 

and to use their gifts in all aspects of Christian life and worship. Recognising however that ever more 

is being asked of people in so many areas of life, this encouragement needs to be backed by support. 

In particular, it involves further development of structures to support those who at parish level are 

seeking to meet local needs in modern society within its attendant framework of legislation. The 

complexity of this legislation creates extra work for many, including those involved with 

administration and finance. It also affects those concerned with outreach: for example all those 

concerned with working with children, with vulnerable adults, and many other groups. This 

underlines the importance of sharing experience and expertise across parish boundaries, and of 

being able to do this without excessive cost or unnecessary bureaucracy. 

As we celebrate the enormous contribution of women in church life, and rejoice in the recognition 

that this has now received, I believe it is nevertheless important to strive still further as a church to 

be inclusive to all (Gal. 1:28). 


