
  

 1 

A MESSAGE FROM DR JOHN BEAL MBE 

 

 

I am writing to ask for your vote to re-elect me to 

General Synod.  If elected I would bring 

experience not only of having previously served 

on General Synod but also of representing the 

Synod on the Hospital Chaplaincies Council and 

Church Buildings Council.  I have been a 

member of the Diocesan Synod and Bishop's 

Council for a number of years, I am a member of 

the DAC and former vice-chairman of the 

Diocesan Board of Mission and Unity.  I am also assistant lay chair of the Deanery Synod 

 

My wife, Anne, and I worship at the churches in the Moor Allerton Team Parish where I am Parish 

Churchwarden.  Our three children Nicholas, Rebecca and Hannah have all had leadership roles in their 

own local churches. 

 

A STRONG VOICE FOR THE LAITY There is a concern in many quarters that the voice of the laity 

and parish clergy is not always listened to.  I have never been afraid of speaking up for the laity in the 

many forums in which I have been involved.  This will be particularly important in the heavy agenda 

which faces General Synod over the next five years. 

 

THE SIMPLIFICATION AGENDA  The legal structures in the Church of England are numerous, 

bureaucratic and protracted.  The same used to be true of Parliament but a number of reforms have 

been introduced to simplify the process so that changes can be effected more easily.  There are 

proposals to simplify the legal processes for the Church.  A start has already been made through the 

Faculty Simplification Measure.  Other areas ripe for change include Pastoral Reorganisation 

procedures and Bishop’s Mission Orders.  This has widespread support but care must be taken to 

ensure that the voice of the laity continues to be heard and that simplification does not lead to the 

‘hierarchy’ imposing changes on a reluctant Church. 

 

SPEAKING ON MAJOR ETHICAL ISSUES It is important that General Synod is seen to be not 

only concerned with ‘churchy’ things.  Although we may not all agree on how to handle these knotty 

problems the Church needs to give a clear lead on the ethical basis for reaching decisions on such 

issues as assisted suicide, human genetics, climate change or asylum seekers.            

 

CARING FOR OTHERS              The increasing polarisation between the rich and the poor in our 

society continues to be nothing short of a scandal.  The high level of unemployment in some areas and 

large number of homeless people, especially young people, is totally unacceptable.  The current 

economic situation makes it even more important for Christians to be actively involved in caring for 

those in need and the Church must speak out on behalf of those who do not have a voice and criticise 

those government policies we believe to be wrong.   
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SHARING TOGETHER IN THE DIOCESE OF WEST YORKSHIRE & THE DALES I believe that 

one of the great strengths of our new diocese is that it is an example of how Christians of different 

backgrounds can work together.  We have parishes ranging from inner city, through suburbia and 

commuter areas, into some of the most scattered and remote rural communities in the land.  Although I 

live in the city of Leeds, I have a strong interest in matters of concern to those living in other areas.  I 

was, for example, one of the few city-based members of the General Synod who regularly attended the 

fringe meetings on Rural Issues.  This Diocese is able to show how Christians can learn from each 

other and support those whose needs and problems are different from our own. 

 

 

TAKING YOUNG PEOPLE MORE SERIOUSLY           While some parts of the Church of England have 

shown signs of taking evangelism more seriously, the loss of young people from our congregations is 

something that needs to be tackled urgently.  A look at the growing Churches will show an openness to 

the Spirit, presenting the traditional teaching of Christ within different worship patterns.  The Church of 

England needs to learn from these Churches and combine the best of the old and the new. 

 

VALUING OTHER CHRISTIANS                    The parish system is at the cutting edge of mission and 

we need to build on this by adopting a more flexible approach to meet the needs of our society.  

Adjacent parishes can often work closely together to benefit from each other's strengths and Anglicans 

need to co-operate with those from other denominations.  In short, the guiding rule should be that we 

will not do anything separately that could be done (often better) together. 

 

HUMAN SEXUALITY  This is going to be an issue for discussion at General Synod.  Whilst 

members will not be of one mind there are some principles that are essential.  We learned during the 

women bishops debates that understanding and respecting the views of those with whom we disagreed 

was important and holding informal small group discussions provided a way of coming to a mutually 

acceptable outcome.  Clearly homophobia is totally unacceptable and this must be at the basis of any 

way forward.  Irrespective of sexual orientation we are all children of God and we must adopt an 

inclusive approach on this issue.  The Church of England has a special role in trying to ensure that the 

Anglican Communion holds together and does not split on this issue whilst at the same time upholding 

biblical teaching.    

 

YOUR VOTE 

I ask you to pray for all of the candidates in the election and if you agree with my views give me your 

number one vote on the ballot paper.  If elected I will continue to be a voice for the laity and do my best 

to represent the Diocese and to be available to deaneries, parishes or individuals wanting to discuss 

any issue.   Please feel free to contact me on 0113 294 8795 or e-mail me on johnfbeal@hotmail.co.uk 

 

John F Beal.                 September 2015    
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