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Let me introduce myself: I was born and brought up on a farm in the Parish of Ainderby 

Steeple, near Ripon. I drove a combine well before the days of cabs and air-conditioning!  

I was ordained in 1984 and served 2 curacies: one in a Liverpool UPA and one in a huge 

London overspill parish in Essex. I was then Vicar of St Simons, Shepherd’s Bush, a multi-

cultural inner-city London parish, and also Area Dean of Hammersmith & Fulham.   

I came to Leeds in 2003 and I love city centre ministry at St Georges: with students, with 

families, with health workers in the Leeds hospitals, and, very significantly, with 

internationals- both students/professionals and refugees – many from Muslim backgrounds, 

and many from China and Asia. Then we have the homeless poor, those left behind on the 

margins of our modern city, who engage with us through St Georges Crypt and its hostels- 

where we offer a way back into a measure of social confidence and independent living, 

helping people individually with their housing and benefits, and through their mental health 

and addiction issues, and sharing the gospel of a new start in Jesus Christ.  

What I stand for:  

Holistic Mission and the growth of the kingdom and of the Church, which is an agent of the 

coming kingdom- as we live together by its values, work together for its justice in wider 

society, and announce its hope to all people, mainly through face to face relationships. At St 

Georges, and with the new Diocese and many different Churches, and through various 

partnerships- like Leeds Citizens- I am committed to holistic mission. 

But growth is not easy. We are having to change our approach and reorganise and redeploy 

our human resources. Nevertheless, through all this the Spirit of Jesus is endlessly 

resourceful; and as we pray, he is renewing his Church and leading us out in fresh initiatives, 

and creating new forms of Church- like Messy Church. 
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We need these different forms of Church to reach the diverse cultures of our society. Rural 

Churches with the same gospel values will look very different from urban Churches; some 

will be traditional and some contemporary, even within the same Parish or Benefice.  

On General Synod I support the Reform and Renewal agenda of the Archbishops, to simplify 

the procedures of the Church of England- for the sake of mission and growth- and to invest 

in training more leaders in mission (both lay and ordained), with a sense of urgency.  

The unity of the Church- for the sake of mission 

5 years ago in my election address I wrote: “Human sexuality is a complex area, and one 

about which we are all constantly thinking and learning, through our pastoral work, as well 

as by continued study. I gained much from the dialogue in our Diocese, following the 

recommendations of Lambeth 1998. However, I am still concerned that liberalising our 

current discipline would be unfaithful to scripture, and lead to similar divisions to those in 

North America; I pray that we will find a way to avoid this.” 

Now that Same Sex Marriage is legal the context has changed. How do we respond?  

I believe that God has spoken through Scripture and that therefore the Church’s doctrine of 

marriage shouldn’t change; but as a Church on mission to the whole Nation, we have to 

think very carefully not just about Marriage and Civil Partnerships, and the appropriate 

disciplines for Clergy and licensed lay ministers, but also about our Baptismal and Welcome 

policies. This is a big challenge for us all, whatever your personal view. 

So, I welcome the space for Shared Conversations and fresh thought. In the new Synod 

there will be much conversation about these issues as we search for the Lord’s way forward.  

It is a challenge, but we have grounds for hope. In the last Synod, in November 2012, we 

reached what felt like an impasse over Women Bishops. It was amazing to then see how 

that log-jam was unblocked by a fresh approach, led by the incoming Archbishop; the key 

was to get opponents communicating face to face- in groups throughout the Synod and on 

the key Steering Committee for the new legislation.  It was this face to face approach that 

generated creative solutions. 

Human Sexuality is a different issue and an even harder one for the Church of England, and 

for the whole Anglican Communion. It is going to be extremely challenging to listen and 

speak honestly to each other, and to God; but this is the way forward.  

 

If you share my passion for unity- for the sake of mission- please vote for me. 


