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I have been incumbent of Shelley and Shepley in the Huddersfield Episcopal Area since 2001, and 

Area Dean of  Kirkburton since 2011.  My sending church was All Saints, Normanton and I served 

my title at All Saints Pontefract, both in the Wakefield Episcopal Area.  I served as Chair of the 

Prayer and Spirituality Group in the Diocese of Wakefield, which enabled me to have links with 

people of different traditions, and I am an honorary canon of Wakefield Cathedral.  

 

I was elected to General Synod in 2010 and have spoken at a number of 

sessions on subjects as varied as Women Bishops, the Dioceses 

Commission Scheme, Legal Fees and a recent Diocesan Synod motion.  I 

have been appointed as an Assessor in the Lower House of the 

Convocation of York, which is the House of Clergy Standing Committee. 

 

I have had a particular concern to make the voice of the Northern 

Province heard.  The Province of York is historically smaller than the 

Province of Canterbury but, even so, it is often under represented on 

Synod bodies.  When a casual vacancy occurred on the Synod Business 

Committee  I realized that there was only one member from York out of 

a total of 9.  I therefore stood for election and, when elected, increased 

the northern representation by 100%!  In the last two years the 

Business Committee has been working on ways to make Synod work 

better and I am very committed to this. 

 

There is a slight weighting in favour of the Province of York in the distribution of Synod seats, to 

help account for the fact that there are less electoral roll members and clergy per head of 

population.  When an attempt was made to take away this weighting I attended the meeting of the 

Revision Committee dealing with the matter to argue that the weighting should stay, and also that 

we should have an extra suffragan bishop in the House of Bishops, to help make up for the loss of 

two bishops in the House in the Dioceses Commission scheme.  This argument was successful. 

 

I qualified and practised as a solicitor before I was ordained and I have been appointed to the 

Church of England Legal Aid Commission, which gives financial support to clergy facing disciplinary 

proceedings, and the Fees Advisory Commission, which sets fees for the church’s legal officers. 
 I am very supportive of the Archbishops’ Reform and Renewal programme, which seeks to improve 

and streamline the structures of the church to enable it to carry out its mission more effectively.  

Work on this is going to be an important feature of the next Synod. 

 

I have been Self Supporting since 2000, and I believe that it is important that the increasing 

numbers of Self Supporting Ministers in the church have a voice in General Synod. 

 

I am a member of WATCH and am on the mailing list of Inclusive Church.  While I am in sympathy 

with the aims of both these organisations, I do not necessarily agree with all the views they express 

and I make each decision to vote carefully and prayerfully. 

 

I would like to be able to continue with the work which I have begun to do on General Synod and to 

continue to give our Diocese a voice in its business.  I hope that you will feel able to give me a high 

preference vote. 

 

mailto:joycerjones@aol.com

