
Reverend Julie Bacon 

Who am I? 

 I’m currently in my second year serving as 
Assistant Curate at St Peter’s, Shipley, in 
the Airedale Deanery of the Bradford 
Episcopal Area. 

 I was ordained deacon at Petertide 2014 
and priested this summer.  

 I’m a member of the newly constituted 
diocesan synod. 

 I’m married to Matt, and we have two 
children, Jack (aged 19) and Kate (aged 
16). 

 
 

 

Why am I standing for General Synod? 

 The Church of England occupies a unique position in this country, from which to offer spiritual 
leadership based on the values of the kingdom of God and to speak to those in power about those 
things that really matter. It is poised on the brink: either of recovering its vision and purpose, and 
reconnecting with the people that God loves; or of failing to grasp the nettle and becoming more 
and more marginalized and irrelevant to the majority of people in this country. I believe 
passionately that, through the power of the Holy Spirit, it can and will be the former. The General 
Synod has a vital part to play in helping the Church to fulfill its God-given purpose and to flourish, 
and I want to be involved in helping it do so.  

 The role of General Synod is to discern collectively where God, always on the move, is leading now, 
and to seek to follow faithfully. It is called to take actions and decisions that will help and not 
hinder the Church as the agent of God’s mission today, with its roots in the truths of eternity.  The 
missionary imperative of the Church of England, under God’s leading and guidance, is driving the 
development of a mixed economy. We are exploring how to offer new modes of church alongside 
the best of inherited models. I combine love and respect for the history and breadth of traditions of 
the Church of England with passion and enthusiasm to see it evolve and grow to continue to be fit 
for purpose.  

 I believe that all levels of ordained experience should be represented in General Synod. It is vital 
that there is both continuity and renewal in General Synod; the wisdom of experience combined 
with the input of fresh voices. I bring enthusiasm, energy, optimism and a positive approach.  

 

What would I bring to serving on General Synod? 

 I am relatively new to ordained ministry, but a lifelong member of the Church of England and I bring 
a wealth of experience from other fields.  

 I have grown up in the Anglican Church. I don’t like labels, but would probably describe myself as 
coming primarily from the Open Evangelical tradition, but also positively influenced in my 
formation by the Anglo-Catholic tradition.  

 From my previous professional background I bring the ability to engage with complex issues and sift 
views and evidence, as well as valuable administrative experience. 



 As part of my curacy I have spent time working in the Saltaire Canteen, a “pay as you feel/are able” 
café cooking intercepted food (food which is still perfectly good but is close to or on its sell-by date, 
and would otherwise go to landfill). The café not only serves delicious food for which many people 
are prepared to pay a fair price: it also enables those who are hungry to come for a meal with 
dignity; and acts as a conduit, providing both cooked food and ingredients to other projects and 
groups which need them. Food waste is a scandal that raises issues of good stewardship (using our 
God-given resources wisely) and social justice (why food should be wasted when many people are 
going hungry?). This experience has brought me into contact with a wide range of people, and led 
to many conversations about spiritual and material poverty, and the Church’s role in ministering to 
people, body and soul.  

Educational and professional background 

 I read Philosophy, Politics and Economics at St Hilda’s College, Oxford and graduated in 1986 with a 
2:1. 

 After four years at the London Stock Exchange, I retrained and qualified as a solicitor (specializing in 
estate planning, wills, trusts, tax and probate) in 1992. After qualification I worked in London and 
Yorkshire (we moved here in 2000), and ceased practising in 2006.  

 Between 2007 and 2014 I worked as a church administrator, which provided insight into the nuts 
and bolts of parish ministry. I also worked as Clerk to Governors to a local primary school, where I 
learned about the complex environment within which education has to operate. I also saw how 
much each individual child mattered, and the importance of a rounded approach to education. I 
learned too about the power of good governance.  

 I trained for ministry on the Yorkshire Ministry Course (based at the College of the Resurrection, 
Mirfield) between 2011 and 2014, and was Senior Student during my last year. As part of my 
training, I studied for a BA (Hons) in Ministry and Theology from Sheffield University, graduating 
last summer with a First Class degree.  
 

Personal information 

I am 50 years old. I grew up in the Midlands, and was educated at Newport Girls’ High School and St Hilda’s 
College, Oxford. After graduation, I lived and worked in London until 2000, when I moved with my family to 
Ilkley. My interests include singing and acting, walking (usually with our miniature poodle, Pippin), reading 
and films.  

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed by the Reverend Canon Gary Hodgson, Area Dean of Airedale Deanery and Vicar of Cottingley 

Seconded by the Reverend Canon Sue Hope, Vicar of St Paul’s, Shipley and Evangelism Advisor 

 

 

 


