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Who am I? 

I was brought up in Richmond, North Yorkshire, initially trained and worked as French teacher, I was 

ordained   deacon in 1990 having trained with the North Eastern Ordination Course. I was placed as Non 

Stipendiary curate in Bilton, Harrogate where I stayed for 12 years combining parenting, schools work, and 

from 1992, a job with Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility in Harrogate and Ripon deaneries with 

parish ministry. In 1999 I was appointed as Urban Officer in the Diocese of Ripon & Leeds and became a 

member of the Mission Resourcing Team. I moved to Leeds in 2002. Between 2007 and 2009 I studied with 

the Urban Theology Unit in Sheffield for an MA in Theology. For most of my ordained life, my vocation 

was to the distinctive diaconate; following a further discernment process I was ordained priest in 2013 and 

am currently Priest in Charge of The Church of the Epiphany, Gipton, a church on a large social housing 

estate in East Leeds and of Oakwood Church, a Methodist Anglican Local Ecumenical Partnership in North 

East Leeds. 

I have served on Deanery and Diocesan Synod and the Diocesan Board of Finance of Ripon & Leeds.  I was 

first elected to General Synod in 2004. In my time on Synod I have spoken on various topics including the 

detention of children of asylum seekers, women in the episcopate, welfare reform and the Methodist 

Anglican Conversations on Diaconate and the Anglican Methodist Covenant.  It is important to bring issues 

back to the Diocese and I have reported regularly to Deanery Synods and Chapters. I served on the Crown 

Nominations Committee as we appointed a bishop for our new diocese. 

 

What would I bring to Synod? 
 Knowledge and experience of the church in urban and suburban areas of the diocese. 

 Passion for the church being at the forefront of social justice issues in our society. T 

 Belief that the Church is called to be one to witness to Jesus and the need to continue talking with 

those who hold different views about various theological and ecclesial matters. 

 Practical experience of working with people of other faiths in the city. 

 Commitment to a diversity of lay and ordained ministries working together collaboratively 

 Commitment to ecumenical working. 

 Recognition of the need for structures within the church but a desire to sit lightly to them. 

 Experience of synodical procedures, willingness to listen to the electorate and confidence to speak 

out on issues that are important to me and my colleagues. 

 

Where do I stand on…  
Mission and Ministry- Given the diversity of our society in the 21

st
 century we need to provide a variety of 

opportunities for people of all ages to engage with God and respond to the gospel. The parish system 

continues to gives us the context for mission and ministry. I would like to see more emphasis put on context 

in relation to discipleship, ministry, leadership and church growth. 

The Common Good, by which I understand the inclusion of the least rather than the greatest good for the 

greatest number, is a significant feature in my understanding of mission in our communities and in our 

country. 

Issues of Sexuality- I believe that the Church of God is an inclusive church and as such should welcome 

people regardless of sexual orientation or any other difference- gender, colour or financial status to name but 

a few. I participated in the regional Shared Conversations programme. I recognise that for some people the 

full inclusion of gay people in the life of the church is not possible, and I acknowledge with gratitude that 

one of the characteristics of the Church of England is to hold together a wide spectrum of different views. I 

pray that, as with the challenges of war and peace, and the ordination of women, we can come to a place 

where we recognise and respect all who follow Jesus.  

Ecumenical relationships- I am a firm supporter of the Methodist Anglican Covenant and  believe that the 

Church of England needs to continue to develop its relationships with other churches. 

Other interests- I have a life beyond church which includes any combination of playing clarinet and 

saxophone, walking, talking, reading, family, friends, food and red wine!  


