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Dear Elector

I have been an elected lay member of the General Synod for the last 5 years, after 25 years as
Diocesan Secretary. These five years have been challenging and even exciting at times (the
wonderful decision on women as bishops). I have decided to seek re-election from lay members of
West Yorkshire and the Dales.

During the past five years, it has been a responsibility to ensure that the voice of the laity is heard
and then taken into account in the decisions of our Church. I think that it does take a little while to
learn how to obtain the best outcomes from the complex synodical procedures and clearly the wide
knowledge I gained in my former guises (see below) has been useful. I am most grateful to
Raymond Edwards and Gordon Nevill for proposing and seconding me.

If re-elected, I would regard myself as representing the expressed views of the whole Diocese of
West Yorkshire and the Dales (city, town and village) and fight where necessary for the best future
for all our parishes, while obviously having the chance to express my own personal views on issues.

Here's a little bit about my background:

I grew up in South London/Surrey and left school at 18 and then served in the Inland
Revenue in the London Area for over twenty years coming North in 1985. I served in the
Policy Division and the Special Investigations Section of the Revenue" in the former"
helping to prepare legislation and briefing Government Ministers; and the latter
supporting Leading Counsel in major tax-avoidance cases.

I was always heavily involved in the local Anglican Church where I had worshipped since I
was age 4 and on the PCCin my teens and taking part in many other activities. I was
elected to the local (Epsom) Deanery Synod (of which I became the Lay Chair)"and the
Guildford Diocesan Synod (on which I made sure I was a voice in debates when
appropriate but not on every subject!).

In 1979" I was Admitted as a Reader and for over 35 years have ministered in four very
different parishes. I have seen the Church change in all sorts of ways and as with
everyone else had to move with the times: sometimes enthusiastically" at others less so"
but always remaining loyal.



I have always seen part of my role in Church life to ensure that lay views on matters are carefully
considered - after all, though we are episcopally led, we are synodically governed by bishops,
clergy and laity together. Neither are we congregational but a family of parishes gathered around
and prayerfully supporting our bishops while expecting them to work collegiately with us. A recent
report of the Faith & Order Commission said that senior leaders should ensure they are "enqaqed
with the people they serve - closely enough to be challenged by them and learn from them".

I am clear that as the Church of God we must, in line with Paul's teaching in Ephesians, not erect
barriers that mean people cannot have a full part in our life using their "calling" to the full (lay or
ordained) and regardless of gender, ethnicity, health, sexual orientation, marital status, ability or
wealth. Jesus did not erect barriers. His ministry was in fact focussed amongst the disadvantaged
and those who felt unloved. For us, the challenge is to work out how to interpret and proclaim his
all-embracing message of God's love for our 21st century society. So often the Church's credibility
is undermined by internal unloving messages that we convey to those beyond the Church.

I welcome involvement with the wider world religious scene and have enjoyed worshipping with
other Christian denominations and in other countries. My wife and I spend a couple of months
each year in Greece and worship regularly among the vibrant Orthodox congregations and
experience their very profound liturgical practice. In the end, while we need to listen carefully so
as to understand the concerns of other parts of the Christian Church, I think that we need to
remember that we are the Church of England and as such should offer a programme that helps
people to find faith fed by God the Holy Spirit through scripture, sacrament and tradition and is
relevant to their lives here in a multi-cultural zr' Century mission-field that is England and not in
the USA or Africa or Asia or other parts of Europe. Church of England churches should be
distinctive.

Our role within society is enhanced by being Established. Having a worshipping presence in every
community, and still an acknowledged place in most communities, provides ready opportunities for
mission and service that are precious. The nationwide parish coverage continues to provide
obvious springboards for virtually any mission, evangelistic or social, that the Church might wish to
do. The national Church needs to provide support locally so that these opportunities are taken and
that there are resources to do them well.

All the above means that, before I give my support to proposals that come before the Synod, I
would need to be convinced that any of those involving directing national financial resources for
mission away from needy local church ministry, have credibility and a chance of greater success in
growth terms than former arrangements. Too much time can be spent "rearranging the
deckchairs ...". Our greatest resource remains our clergy and million or so regular worshippers
who witness where they live and work - and they need fully supporting and empowering.

Thank you for reading the above. My phone number and e-mail address are at the top. If you
wish to ask me any specific questions, please do. When you come to cast your vote, I would ask,
please, that you give me a high priority vote. If elected, I am sure you know, from my track record,
that I will serve you and the Diocese loyally and with commitment. It would be a privilege to do so.

With best wishes
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