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Dear Friends, 

 

I came to my present post in 2008 after serving for twenty eight years in parish ministry: first 

of all for three years as an Assistant Curate in Ashton-under Lyne, then for five years as 

Priest-in-Charge of a deprived council estate in Oldham, followed by eight years as Rector of 

a multi-purpose church in inner suburban Stretford before spending twelve years as Vicar of 

the Civic Church of Ipswich.  

 

For me the heart of the Church of England is the Parish and all that I have wanted to do as an 

Archdeacon, and being at my core a Parish Priest, is to serve the Parishes, their clergy and 

people. As the established church we have a unique and joyful opportunity to build up our 

congregations in the faith and reach out in missionary service to our local communities. 

 

Previously, I have served on the General Synod from 1992-95 and from 2000-2008. I have 

also served on the Meissen Commission, strengthening the links between the Protestant 

Church in Germany and ourselves, from 1991-2001 and am at present a member of the 

Porvoo Panel, helping to encourage links with the Nordic and Baltic Lutheran Churches. 

 

It was a great privilege to be on the General Synod in 1992 and vote for the ordination of 

women to the Priesthood. Now, thankfully, women bring their particular gifts and insights to 

the Episcopate. Although for many this has brought great delight, we must recognise that for 

some this has brought pain and, as a broad church in which all should have place around the 

table, I continue to work to keep everybody together. 

 

The church now is very different than when I was first ordained 35 years ago. It is so much 

more centralised and we could be forgiven for feeling like apparatchiks of Church House 

Westminster with the ever increasing administration and paperwork. Yet there is so much to 

rejoice in, not least with the vision focussed on church growth and the emphasis on reform 

and renewal, hopefully providing a base for the church to be better equipped and fit for 

purpose as we look to the future. 

 

The Church of England is a powerful platform to further God’s work. We have so much to 

offer our communities and contribute to the life of our nation, not least as bridge builders for 

Christ across all kinds of divides. 

 

The General Synod is there to serve and support the parishes and help make our world a 

better place. With my experience I want to be part of that.  

 

If you could give me your first vote I would be very grateful. Please give me a ring on 07515-

998956 or e-mail archdeacon.pontefract@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org if you have any 

questions. 

 

Many thanks for reading this and please use your vote! 

 

As ever and God bless! 

 

Peter Townley. 
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