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Introduction 

I have been ordained for 22 years, during which time I have served in a variety of situations. 
I am currently the Vicar of St Giles with St Mary’s, Pontefract, Area Dean of Pontefract and a 
canon of Wakefield Cathedral.  

I have been in the Wakefield Diocese (now WYAD) since 1998 when I was made Vicar of 
Lightcliffe. and in 2005 I moved to my present role. Prior to that I was a curate in Leeds 
(Whitkirk - Ripon Diocese now part of WYAD) and then worked as parish priest in Cross 
Green parish in Leeds and was chaplain to Agnes Stewart High School both in inner city 
Leeds. I have also been a full time school chaplain in the Diocese of Chelmsford. 

I am married to Kate, with four children Ruth, Jacob, Isaac and Samuel.  

What can I offer to General Synod 

I have previously served on Synod for Wakefield Diocese and after a gap would like to re-
stand as General Synod is a surprisingly exciting place to be. There is a lot of enthusiasm 
and energy about the mission the Church. It takes a while to get used to the procedures and 
the way things work and I hope I can hit the ground running because of previous experience! 
Being a member of General Synod involves a lot of preparation and reading and a real time 
commitment. It’s being prepared to be engaged with what is happening in our Church. 
Particularly exciting looking forward to the next group of sessions is the Reform and 
Renewal program, Developing Discipleship and Simplification. It will be exciting and 
engaging to see this develop over the next 5 years.  

I passionately believe that the Church should be involved in the education and nurture of 
children whether a Church or state school.   We are in a very privileged place to open up to 
young minds the wonder of God. In a Church of England report last year it reaffirms that 
Church schools stand at the centre of its mission. It educates approximately 1 million of the 
nation’s children in primary and secondary schools, which enables more direct engagement 
with children and their families than any other contact, including regular Sunday worship.  



At this time of educational change, the General Synod needs to continue to put schools at 
the very centre of its agenda in order that, in this very quickly changing environment, we 
don't lose the distinctiveness of Church Schools.  

I can bring to General Synod my experience in Church Schools. I am the vice-Chair of the 
WYAD Diocesan Board of Education having been elected on to it from the Board in 
Wakefield Diocese. I have been involved in governance of schools for over 20 years and 
during that time have led weekly acts of worship in a variety of schools. I am currently a 
primary and secondary school governor. The enabling of every child to flourish in their 
potential as a child of God, is a sign and expression of the Kingdom and is at the heart of the 
Church’s distinctive mission. 

I believe General Synod needs to keep mission at the centre of its agenda. When you see 
word and sacraments come alive for people it is a tremendous joy. These initiatives enable 
people to encounter Christ and lives are changed. Mission and young people must be on the 
Synod’s agenda, I will promote that in any way I can.  
 
Firmly on the next agenda for Synod is the Archbishops’ Reform and Renewal agenda. The 
call for more vocations to the priesthood is pivotal within that and the encouragement of lay 
ministry alongside ordained priests needs to be developed. I have been a vocations advisor 
for the diocese for many years and have helped men and women in that discernment 
process. I believe many people, particularly young people, need to be encouraged in the 
exploring of their vocations. Within my own parish we have had two ordinands and three 
others at various stages of discernment in the past five years. 

At the heart of the Gospel is a commitment to the equality of all. I have been passionate 
about justice issues throughout the whole of my ministry and wish to keep Synod’s mind 
focused on the poor and vulnerable. I pledge to speak for the voiceless in our parishes who 
have no one to speak for them.  

In summary, please consider voting for me as a first preference because of the gifts and 
experience I can offer to General Synod and because I am loyal to the Church of England 
and to those whom I wish to serve, I show respect and love for Christians of all traditions. I 
am enthusiastic and have a good sense of humour and would consider it a privilege to work 
with you and represent your views to Synod 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions 

In Christ 

Bob Cooper 

 

 


