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For Rorya Diocese parish links please contact
jenettelee@talkingtanzania.co.uk

My Link
by Tineke Bentley

For the first ten years of our diocesan link with 
Tanzania I stayed at the periphery. Since then 
I have been at the heart. Why? My first visit in 
1998 bowled me over: a country so beautiful but 
no infrastructure; a people with so many needs, 
yet full of laughter; a fledgling church with such 
a strong faith that put mine to shame: I asked 
Agnes what difference her faith had made to her. 
She told me: “It has given a purpose to my life.” 
Could I honestly say the same?

Since that first visit a lot of water has gone under 
the bridge. There are now 100 links (parishes, 
schools and others). For twelve years container 
loads were sent to Mara with second hand goods 
for distribution to the most needy; computers, 
typewriters and stationery for the Vocational 
Training Centre. Issenye Secondary School and 
the Mara Academy (a primary school) developed 
strongly with support from Wakefield as did the 
two Agricultural Training Centres (Buhemba and 
Mogabiri). Thousands of trees have been planted  
through an offsetting carbon travel-scheme, 
hundreds of goats have been provided through 
the schools goat project. And so the list goes on 
and on not forgetting that in this time the church 
in the “old” Mara has grown to such an extent 
that the diocese needed to be split into three.

A lot of good work has taken place in Mara, but 
what about here? There is no question in my 
mind that the visits both ways have changed lives 
and rekindled and inspired the faith of many. 
Every time I go to Tanzania I am encouraged in 
my faith. As a direct result of my involvement I 
have become a Reader. I have rediscovered the 
need for church to be church in the community 
and now help run a Drop In Centre for addicts 
and socially isolated people in Batley. Yes like 
Agnes, I too can now say: my faith gives purpose 
to my life. 

Tineke worships with the United Benefice of Batley
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Bega kwa Bega
Like the markings 

on the Twiga (Giraffe) our links 
in Tanzania come in different shapes  

and sizes: they are church to church, 
school to school, diocese to 
diocese, people to people. 
Friendship, prayer and 
practical support 

bring life, 
health and 

joy. 

Our 
friends in 

Tanzania face 
huge challenges. 

75% are subsistence 
farmers, without water 
supply or electricity. 
Many suffer from 

Malaria and HIV. Many 
children die from 

diarrhoeal diseases. 
PLEASE GIVE 

GENEROUSLY. 
A little goes a 

long way in 
Africa.

Our diocesan link with Mara began in 
1988. We are now linked with three dioceses 

in Tanzania - Mara, Rorya and Tarime. There have 
been many visits in both directions. Many parishes pray 
for their link church every Sunday. Schools exchange 

letters and photos and learn about each other. 
Clergy training is supported, and agricultural 

projects are funded. Over two million pounds 
has been raised and sent to Tanzania.  

Wow!  You are invited to play your 
part in all this.

Our links 
are a living 

out of what it 
means for us to 

be part of the Body 
of Christ across the globe.

Bishop Nick


