
A CHECKLIST OF HELP 

It may be helpful to use the following list, as a way of identifying problems, and some simple 
bits of routine maintenance, that any householder is used to. It is not an exhaustive list, but 
might be a basis for a discussion between you and the PCC. 
 
ONCE A YEAR 

 Look at the trees in your garden for defects - Spring and after high winds and gales 

 Check the central heating header tank is full and the ball valve free to move. 

 Ensure insulation in the roof space has not been disturbed and pipe lagging is in place 
- autumn. 

 Clear rainwater disposal system - autumn. 
 
TWICE A YEAR 

 Walk round the house during or after heavy rain to check that rainwater is not over-
spilling or running down the walls from defective gutters or blocked downpipes. 

 Check the electrical plugs on your appliances are safe. 

 Clean out extractor fans. 

 Kill weeds in driveway and if applicable rake gravel from sides and middle into wheel 
tracks. 

 Oil hinges and stays to doors and windows. 
 
FREQUENTLY 

 Keep rainwater and kitchen gully gratings free of leaves and other debris. 

 Look at roofs for defective or missing slates or tiles. 

 Switch on central heating circulator for a few minutes once a week in the summer 
months. Radiator valves must be open for this to be effective. 

 Check for leaks on toilets, overflows, flushpipes, etc. 
 
WHEN REQUIRED 

 Wipe up condensation from window sills in winter. 

 Scrub with a solution of household bleach any mould on window joinery or walls. 

 Tighten loose screws on hinges, locks, latches and other fittings before damage occurs, 
this also includes all doors and cupboards in the property. 

 Beware frost damage while away from home 
 


