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Guidance on changes to Faculty Jurisdiction Rules from 1 April 2020 

Legislation affecting works to church buildings (the Faculty Jurisdiction Rules) was amended in 2019 and 

came into effect on 1 April 2020. Some of the main changes to be aware of are set out below. This 

guidance is particularly aimed at those incumbents and churchwardens who were used to the old 

system, as it highlights where changes to existing documents and processes will be different. 

 

Lists A & B 

Both List A (no permission) and List B (Archdeacon’s permission) have been expanded and several 

categories have been transferred from List B to List A. Some categories have new conditions or 

differentiate for listed and unlisted buildings. Old copies of the Lists should be discarded and replaced 

with the latest lists, which can be found here: List A and List B. A version of the Lists marking out what 

has changed is available on request from the DAC staff - this may be useful at first, but PCCs are firmly 

encouraged to save the “clean” versions of the revised Lists to their permanent files. 

 

Directions supersede dispensations 

The Chancellor can no longer grant a dispensation from faculty but the preamble to the new Lists states 

that application can be made to the Chancellor for directions on minor matters that are not specifically 

mentioned in Lists A or B. PCCs wishing to make a request for directions will need to write directly to the 

Registry. 

 

Temporary Minor Re-ordering 

The period for an Archdeacon’s licence for temporary reordering has been extended from 15 months to 

24 months. If a PCC wants to keep changes in place after 24 months, it still needs to ensure that a full 

faculty application is with the Registry at least two months before the expiry date of the licence. The 

online faculty system will send regular email reminders of how much time is left.  

 

Online Faculty System 

The DAC has to review an application immediately after it is created in order to direct what forms and 

supporting documents are needed. This is designed to help avoid errors or unnecessary work for 

applicants. The order in which forms need to be completed has also changed. A more in-depth outline of 

the changes and instructions about using the system can be found here: Guidance note on changes to 

OFS and Full revised user guides for the OFS. 

https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/files/List%20A%202020.pdf
https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/files/List%20B%202020.pdf
https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/files/Guidance%20note%20-%20OFS%20changes%202020.pdf
https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/files/Guidance%20note%20-%20OFS%20changes%202020.pdf
https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/user-manuals


Early consultation  

If Historic England, the Church Buildings Council or others need to be consulted, their replies must be 

received before the DAC can formally recommend an application. Our diocese has always encouraged 

early consultation, but the changes to the legislation formalise this. PCCs submitting a new application at 

the last minute before a meeting deadline will be affected by this change, but PCCs who plan in advance 

and speak with the DAC staff as they develop their proposals should not notice substantial change to the 

progress of their application as a result of the formal change to processes. 

 

Consultation period 

The period in which statutory consultees (as listed in the section above) must respond has changed from 

28 to 42 days but if no response is received within the timeframe, the application can proceed without 

the input of the consultee. Although the period has been extended, the changes have the benefit of 

putting clearer restrictions on when consultees must respond, rather than requiring PCCs to chase for a 

response until one is made. 

 

Public notices 

It remains a requirement for public notices and relevant documentation to be displayed at the church 

for a period of 28 days. In addition to this, key documents are now made public on the OFS – similar to 

the system that many local authorities operate for the planning system. The documents become visible 

when the public notice period commences and remain publicly available until a faculty is granted. 

 

Downloads for more information 

8. The revised Chancellor’s General Directions, which incorporates the changes and supersedes the 
2018 General Directions 

9. An article summarising the changes, written by our Diocesan Chancellor for the Ecclesiastical 
Law Society 

10. The full legislation as amended 
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https://www.leeds.anglican.org/sites/default/files/files/Chancellors-General-Directions-Issue%203%20(2020).pdf
https://ecclawsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Hill-Faculty-Jurisdiction-Amendment-rules-2019.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/FJR%202015%20as%20amended%20by%20FJ%28A%29R%202019.pdf

