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Environment Sunday 

St Chad’s, Far Headingley 
 

Sunday 8 September 2019, 9.30am 

To discover our part in God’s rescue plan 
for the planet 



 
Our service today will be led by the members of  

St Chad’s Green Team 
 
 

Welcome and Introduction     Revd Canon Alan Griggs 
 
 

Opening Hymn             
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my father; 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not; 
As thou hast been, thou for ever will be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, Great is thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided - 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest; 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.    Chorus 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.   Chorus 
 

Words: Thomas Chrisholm 
© 1951 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI no. 289923 

 
Opening Sentences 

 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the universe 
All:   Your word brings on the dusk of evening. 
 
 

Your wisdom creates both night and day 
All:   You determine the cycles of time 
 

 

 
 

 

Amused in someone's kitchen, 
asleep in someone's boat, 

Attuned to what the ancients 
exposed, proclaimed and wrote, 

A Saviour without safety, 
a tradesman without tools 

Has come to tip the balance 
with fishermen and fools. 

 
 

Tune: Salley Gardens                                                Words: John Bell & Graham Maule 
© 1987 WGRG c/o Iona Community CCLI no. 289923 

Blessing   
 

May God who established the dance of creation,  
who marvelled at the lilies of the field,  

who transforms chaos to order,  
lead us to transform our lives and the Church  

to reflect God's glory in creation; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 

our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 
be with you and remain with you always.   Amen. 



 

From those forever victims 
of heartless human greed, 

Their cruel plight composes 
a litany of need: 

“Where are the fruits of justice? 
Where are the signs of peace? 

When is the day when prisoners 
and dreams find their release?” 

 
From those forever shackled 
to what their wealth can buy, 
The fear of lost advantage 

provokes the bitter cry; 
“Don't query our position! 
Don't criticise our wealth! 

Don't mention those exploited 
by politics and stealth!” 

 
To God who through the prophets 

proclaimed a different age, 
We offer earth's indifference, 

its agony and rage: 
“When will the wrong be righted? 

When will the kingdom come? 
When will the world be generous 

to all instead of some?” 
 

God asks, “Who will go for me? 
Who will extend my reach? 

And who, when few will listen, 
will prophecy and preach? 

And who, when few bid welcome, 
will offer all they know? 

And who, when few dare follow, 
will walk the road I show?” 

 

 

 

Opening Sentences  (continued) 
 

You arrange the succession of seasons 
and establish the stars in their heavenly courses. 

All:   The Lord of hosts is your name. 

 
Living and eternal God, rule over us always. 

All:   Blessed be the Lord,  
whose word makes evening fall. 
 
Creator of the cosmos, of eternity and time:   

All:   Be with us at this time. 
 
 

Saviour of the world, healer of the nations:   
All:   Be with us in this place. 
 
 

Breath of all that lives, of people near and far:    
All:   Stir within our lives. 
 
 

Maker-Spirit-Son, God of here and now: 
All:   Be present in our worship,  

that we may find new ways  
to be present in your world. 

 
 
 

Collect  Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; as we 
thank you for your gracious providing; may we cherish and  
respect this planet and its peoples; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 

 
 
Reading                Epistle to the Romans Chapter 8: 19-21 

Read by Mary Henderson 



 

Greta Thunberg answers 2 questions put to her: 
 

Read by Charlotte Hudson 
 

What can people do today to make an impact? 
 

A great start is to inform yourself. To read and try to  
understand the problem. It is very depressing but absolutely 
necessary. Once you fully realise the situation then you will 
know what to do. And then spread that information to others. 
Then there are lots of things you can do in your everyday life. 
Going vegan, stop flying and have shop-stop for instance.  
Of course we need a system change. But I believe that you 
cannot have system change without individual change.  
In today’s climate debate, a lot of people will not listen to you 
unless you practise as you preach and live by example. And 
we need everyone to listen. So making some personal  
changes is very much worth it.  
 
How will young people today have to live and work  
differently in the future because of climate change? 
 

In the global north the immediate differences may not be very  
striking. But we need to rapidly remove all fossil fuels from our  
everyday life and leave them in the ground. This is what most  
politicians do not seem to understand. Lowering emissions is 
not enough. In the global south, however, people already are 
very much affected. There is an ongoing catastrophe in many 
parts of the world. And this is already affecting hundreds of 
millions. There will of course be lots of benefits to changing to 
a green economy. But we must remember that this is above  
all an emergency – not primarily an opportunity to create new 
green economic growth. We need a whole new way of  
thinking. 
 
 

Interview                             Mike Willison and Alec Hudson                                                    
 

  

 

 

Offertory Hymn    (During which the collection will be taken) 
     

Inspired by love and anger, 
disturbed by need and pain, 
Informed of God's own bias, 

we ask him once again: 
“How long must some folk suffer? 

How long can few folk mind? 
How long dare vain self-interest 

turn prayer and pity blind?” 
 

Act of Commitment  
 
Let us ask the God of creation to pour his love upon us as we 
commit ourselves to care for God’s creation.  
Upon the rich earth send a blessing, O Lord.  
Let the earth be fruitful and creation’s treasures holy;  
Inspire us to love your world and all its people.  
 
Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord: 
Guide us into a sustainable future,  
and give us the will to share the produce of the world.  
 
Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord: 
Teach us to cherish the water of the earth,  
to help preserve the purity of rivers, lakes and seas.  
 
Where the earth is parched and the well has run dry, 
where war brings want, and children go hungry, 
where the poor cry out for bread and for justice, 
give us caring, healing hands.  
 
Compel us to be generous with our talents and our time.  
For the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  



 

Hymn 

Maker of this world of wonder, 
where in whirling depths of space, 

Humans on a fragile planet, 
bear the image of your face; 

Thank you for the wealth of beauty 
we can touch and see and know; 
Joy of art and grasp of science, 

chance to live and room to grow. 
 

God of love, you share our sorrow 
when we damage your design, 

When, through centuries of slaughter, 
vengeance spirals on its time, 

Thousands, starved, enslaved and murdered, 
pay the savage penalty 

So the few can live in comfort 
- cushioned inhumanity. 

 

All the while, the living Spirit 
longs to show a better way, 

Free and open, full of laughter, 
learned through loving day by day. 

By the Spirit's call to justice, 
by the gifts of hope and faith, 

Peace may grow and freedom flourish, 
giving life not dealing death. 

 

Maker of this world of wonder, 
help us cherish your design; 

God of love, through your forgiveness, 
help us break the chains of time; 

Living Spirit, love among us, 
stirring dreams to change the world 
That our hands may shape a future 

where God's promise is fulfilled. 
  

Tune: Blaenwern                                                    Words: Janet Wootton 
© 1973 Stainer & Bell Ltd CCLI no. 289923 

  

 

How Can we respond? 
 
Anthem                             

 

Hymn   

God in his love for us lent us this planet, 
Gave us a purpose in time and in space; 
Small as a spark from the fire of creation, 

Cradle of life and home of our race. 
 

Thanks be to God for its bounty and beauty, 
Life that sustains us in body and mind; 

Plenty for all, if we learn how to share it, 
Riches undreamed-of to fathom and find. 

 

Long have our human wars ruined its harvest, 
Long has earth bowed to the terror of force, 

Long have we wasted what others have need of, 
Poisoned the fountain of life at its source. 

 

Earth is the Lord's; it is ours to enjoy it, 
Ours, as God's stewards, to farm and defend, 

From its pollution, misuse, and destruction, 
Good Lord deliver us, world without end. 

 

Words: Fred Pratt Green 
© 1973 Stainer & Bell Ltd CCLI no. 289923 

 

Prayers for forgiveness for climate sin: 
                          led by Helen Steele and Beverly Leech Askey  
 

    Helen:    Climate Change is prompted by our sinfulness: 
 

 our greed, gluttony and lust for more 

 our pride and arrogance 

 our anger, envy and vanity 

 our dishonesty and maliciousness 

 our indifference and laziness 
 

All:  Creator God, forgive 



 

Beverly:  Climate Change is fed by our failure to accept  limits: 

 of the Earth’s capacity 

 to consumerism and excessive materialism 

 to an economy that demands insatiability 

 to our crude desires 

 to our human aspirations 
 

All:  Saviour God – forgive 

Helen:   Climate Change is enhanced by our falling short of 
      our deeper potential: 

 to respect all life 

 to live compassionately 

 to think beyond the short-term 

 to seek peace through justice 

 to express solidarity with the vulnerable          
 

All:  Inspiring God – forgive 
 

Beverly:  Climate Change is addressed when we actively  
        work to change our economic lifestyles: 

 campaigning for fairness and equality 

 putting community before self 

 sharing resources and cooperating together 

 acting to regenerate the Earth 

 recognising the deep holiness of life itself 
 

All:      Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer God: In the face 
of Climate Change forgive us our wrongdoings; 
challenge our apathy; strengthen our resolve;  
inspire us with hope; and enthuse us with love to 
make a world of difference now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

(Martyn Goss, May 2016) 

 

 

 

Concluding with 
an environmental responsive Lord's Prayer 

 

led by Helen Cruickshank 
 

Our Father who art in heaven: 
You are also at home in the air, soil, forests and oceans 

 

Hallowed be your name: 
By the care we take of your creation 

 

Your kingdom come: 
All that you see is good 

 

Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven 
Your will to till and care 

 

Give us this day our daily bread 
That all may have sufficient to live life in fullness. 

 

Forgive us our trespasses 
Our greed, our lack of concern 

for other species and for future generations 
 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 
By reconciliation with justice and peace 

 

Lead us not into temptation 
The temptation to equate dominion with exploitation 

 

And deliver us from evil 
The evil of destroying your gift of creation 

 

For yours is the kingdom ...        Yours, Lord, not ours 
 

The power and the glory …       In the cross and resurrection 
 

For ever and ever ...   
You are the beginning and you are the end 

 

Amen.    And so be it. 

 


